MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
of the fugitive from the Boyne was mote marked than
his admiration of his capacity. The anxious weeks of
July and August slipped away, with no more injury or insult
to England than the burning of Teignmouth by French
troops. The French fleet was dismantled and laid up for the
winter, and the English and Dutch fleets were refitted and
again at sea. Thus the French opportunity was lost.
Torrington's conduct at the battle of Beachy Head drew
upon him the fury of the King, the Council, Parliament, and
the nation. He was instantly removed from his command,
arrested, and tried for his life before a naval court. His
tactics have not lacked defenders. He was unanimously
acquitted by the court-martial, but their verdict could not
save his reputation or restore his command.1
When the news of the naval defeat had been received at
Queen Mary's council board, Marlborough and Admiral
Russell were among the few Cabinet officers who did not
1 One of King William's letters to Marlborough at tins time deserves publication.
"Au CAMP DE CRUMLIN
" 9/19 dtjwlkt 1690
* ** Vous pouvez facilement croire combien j'ay este touche du Malheur qu'est arive a
ma flote jc doute fort que Mr Torrington poura se justifier de sa conduits, J'espere quc
Ton faira tous les efforts possible pour la remettre bien tost en Mer. Jc n'aprehende
pas beaucoup une descente car scion les informations les ennemis n'ont point des
trouppes sur lent Flote. Et j*y suis confirme par les lettres que nous avons pris
lesqucls vous seront communiques, mais ils pouront bicn envoyer en ces Mers un
detachement dc fregattes qui nous incomoderoit fort. Et nous aurons bien dc la
piene d'empeschcr qu'il ne nous brulent nos Vcsseaux de Vivres ct de Transport, Je
suis tres aise des asseurances que vous me donnes d'affection des Trouppes et du vostre.
Apres les advcntages que j'ay emporte icy je ctoi que les Malintensiones en Angletere
n'auseront se remuer, soiez asseure de la continuation de mon amirie.
"WILLIAM R.
" Je n*aures plus besoin des deux Batt des Gardes Et mesme si vous aviez encore
besoin de Trouppes je poures bien tost vous en envoyer pourveu que le passage soit
libre.
" Ce que vous m'avez ecrit il y a quelque temps que Sr Jfohn] G[uise] m'auroit
dit, je vous asseure qu'il ne m'a jamais parle de vous ny que je n*ay rien houi de
ce que vous m'avez mande."
This last sentence was in answer to a letter of Marlborough dated June 17 in
which he refers to an accusation brought against him by a quarrelsome Colonel Sir
John Guise to the effect that he had made a large sum of money out of his command
in Holland. Sec CS.P. (Dom.), 1690-91, p. 34 ; Dalton, Army Lists, ii, 244. This
may conceivably be connected -with the Jacobite story that Marlborough when in
Flanders had drawn pay for more men than were actually in his command. In any
case, he had instantly referred the matter to the King. See also below, p. 482.
325